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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/940,932 



Art Unit 

1742 

The MAILING DATS of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Examiner 

Wesley A. Nicolas 



Applicant(s) 

KONDO ET AL. 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.5.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if ttmely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication^) filed on 27 June 2003 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-12 and 17-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-12. 17-25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Ciaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a® All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/393,317 . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 12 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4} □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

T ^ is , Response to t h e Am en dm ent d ate dJune27 2003 T 
sections of Title 35 u S CnH* ♦ • 3 " The text of 'hose 

' S> C ° de not ,nc '^ed in this action can h. f 
act )on . ct,on can be found in a prior Office 

Claims 1-12 anri 17 oc 

^1^a r ecu rr e nl , y p ending( , th , wcata 

1 C,aimS1 " 7and17 - 23 -^ t e dunder35(JSCl03M 
° V6r *** ' 5 ^«>. and further in , ew of ' ' 1 ° 3(a) " >*" "HPa-entabte 

"•35 USC .,03 ■ W ° fTOmC ^ et ^ (W09.752). 

103 >Wc«ons of claims 1-7 and 17,, 
~ °- — - been r^ and ^ J ^ " * « » - 

an an.ndr.ni , claims herein. Altnough 

- — - — gained t0 the d ° 6S " 0,hin9 10 ~* 

" c u aimed waste." 

2 - Ciaims 8 and 24 are rejected under 35 U 8 C 103 , , 

- «** - To TCzuk e, a,, combination as ao , , " ^ ' 

— in ,ew o, Poa et ai. ( , 2 2,o 51) * *" ' ^ 1 7 ~* « 

The 35 USC s ihq • 

u § 103 rejections of claim* « a ^ 

<*• — been main(arned and . * ' " 24 « « - - pre, ous 
—nar,ndn renttothe cms , 
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Claims 9-12 ann 

^ and 25 are rejected under 35 USr - 1n , 

-'-en„,e W o f P i e rceeta , (616036 ;' aSaPP '- to ^1a„ (f , 7abwe , 

0ffiCea *—^- ntainedandare ^ 

— na ^ dTCnttothe — atednere,,, 



4. Ar\rxl: 



- not persuasive. ' ' bee " considered bu, ,hey 

App,ica„ tassertsthatone ^ 

.0 cor* ine me J ° ff - «*» « that , here , no 

T0rez * 0mSPendfuel *=asdisc,osedin 

3» 535 " SareeV ' d — — Sthereof „ 

agests removal of impurities ni. 
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Tomczuk teaches the removal of waste from nuclear fuel materials, there is enough of a 
motivation to combine Tomczuk and Gilchrist. 

Applicant further asserts that even if Tomczuk and Gilchrist contained a 
motivation to combine, neither reference teaches electrically conductive waste 
contaminated with nuclear fuel materials . In response, Although Tomczuk teaches 
electrically conductive nuclear fuel materials contaminated with waste (col. 2, lines 11- 
35 and lines 66-68), this is one and the same as electrically conductive waste 
contaminated with nuclear fuel materials . Applicant's argument is like saying green 
apples are different than red apples, but they're still both apples. Tomczuk still 
separates the nuclear fuel materials from the waste as claimed by Applicant. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wesley Nicolas whose telephone number is (703)305- 
0082. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 7am to 5pm. 

The Supervisory Primary Examiner for this Art Unit is Roy King whose telephone 
number is (703)308-1146. 



The fax number for this Group is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-0661. 



ROY KING ' 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 




Wesley A. Nicolas 



July 10, 2003 



